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A doyen among the Climatologists of
India and a Scientist of great repute, both
nationally and internationally, and the
Father of Climatic'Water banlance studies

in India, Prof. V. P. Subrahmanyam
died on l Sth July l9B9 following the
failure of both the kidneys at Visakha-
patnam, at the age of 64, leaving behind
him his wife, one son and two daughters.

Prof. V. P. Subrahmanyam was born
in the year 1925 at Parlakhemundi in
Orissa state. He took his M.Sc by research
in Physics under the eminent scienUst
Prof. Suri Bhagavantham in the year I 948
at Andhra University. lVhen the Depart-
rnent of Meteorology & Oceanography
was sta.rted in the year l94B for the first
time in India at Andhra University, he was
the first Lecturer appointed in this
department. In the year 1952, he was
deputed to USA by Andhra University for
higher studies under internationally re-
nowned Climatologist Dr. C. W. Thornth-
waite at John Hopkins University under
whose tutclage he learnt th,e applications
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of Climatic Water Balance. He also
studied Physiologrcal Meteorology and
Applied climatology and returned to
Indiain 1954. His D.Sc. thesis on Appli-
cations of Water Balance to India trnci

vicinity is a landmark study in this subject.
During the later 3 decades he guided
nearly 2 I doctorates and established a
School of Water Balance research in India.
His papers and publications have received
wide acclaim throughout the country for
their great significanoe and practical
applications to field problems. His tBhcni-
cal monograph on Tropical droughts
pubtrished by W.M.O. and the book on
"Applications of Water Balance" publish-
ed by Andhra University press are the
most referred screntific documents in the
area. His paper on "'W'ater Balance of
Godavari Basin" received the Gold Medal
of the Ministry of lrrigation, Govern-
ment of India for its outstanding con-
tributi,on. He reoeived many invitations
frorn Organizations all over India and
abroad for participation in various
conferences as well as for giving endow-
ment lectures. He delivered lectures as a
Faculty member in an International
Course on Agrometeorology organised
bv W. M. O. in Tashkent, USSR.

He visited Romania under the cultural
exchange programme sponsored by
Government of India and he was given
the best teacher award by the Covernment
of Andhra Pradesh in the year I 98 I .
He retired from Andhra University Ser-
vice in the year l9B5 when he was
invited to be a visiting Professor to
Berhampur University.

Prof. V. P. Subrahmanyarn's articles
in the book 'Contributions to lndian
Geography edited by Prof. R. P. Misra



and published by Heritage Publishers,
New D,elhi, on General Climatology in
Vol. III and Applied Climatology in Vol.
lV are a review of the state of arrt devel-
opment in the discipline, until that
point. His research papers, numbering
well over 100 are the most quoted
references in Climatology. At the time
of his demise he was engaged in writing
a book,on Climatology of India and itr
non completion is a serious loss to the
scholars in this field. He was on the
Editorial Board of several National and
International Journals.

Prof. Subrahmanyam applied the water
balance concept successfully to the study
of droughts and desertification, flobde
and other areas of applied climatology.
The studies on unrban climatology, Hy-
dro meteorology and regional climatology
have shown new techniques and methods
in climatic research, to Indian scientists.

He also conducted Laboratory and field
experiments in Micro-Climatic Reseach

fo, the study of heat and moisture-
budget of crops. In short, he has covered
a wide range of topics in Meteorology
including such as human and anirreal

biometeorology. His research papers are

a valuable guidance to the posterity...i
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Prof. Subrahmanyam through his wide
:natio,nal and, international contacts built
a very vast llersonal library of publica-

. , tions in climatology which he donated to
various departments of Andhra University
with which he was closely linked. Follow-
ing his death Mrs. Subrahmanyam gave
away all the remaining books to hit
students, colleagues and admirers.

'Prof. Subrahmanyarn was a versatile
speaker both in English and Telugu on
sc,i€mtific topics and in popularisation of
Science. He was a very simple, unassum-
ing and loveable pereon, friendly towards
all, philosophical in outlook and dis-
ciplined in his habits. He leaves behind
him his wife, Mrs. Saroja, two daughters
Vijayalakshmi and Usha and one son
Naresh. His second daugher is married to
Mr. Kama 'Raju who is a Lecturer in
Meleorology in Gujarat Agricultural
University.

A. R. Subramanyam,
Andhra University, Welfare.

The Institute of I,ndian Geographers of
whieh Professor V. P. Subrahmanyam,
was a founder member, deeply mourn!
his death.


